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05 March 2023 

 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.  
President of the United States  
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest  
Washington, D.C. 20500  
 

Dear Mr. President and Madam Vice President, 

On behalf of the nearly 450,000 Service Members of the National Guard, we 
respectfully ask that you establish a Space National Guard (SNG).  The Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) opposes a SNG and recently directed the Department 
of Defense (DoD) to prepare for the voluntary transfer of National Guard members 
currently performing space missions to a yet-to-be-established “Space Component.”  
OMB’s actions are a mistake. 

For over 27 years, National Guard Space Professionals have provided critical space 
capabilities that support the National Defense Strategy.  OMB’s opposition to 
establishing a SNG and directive to transfer current National Guard space missions to 
an unestablished “Space Component” will create a 7–10 year gap in the capabilities Air 
National Guard Space Units provide today.  Our nation cannot afford to hamstring the 
readiness of its Space Operations in the decisive decade ahead.   

OMB’s opposition to a Space National Guard is based upon a demonstrated 
misunderstanding of the facts.  Citing a 2020 Congressional Budget Office Report that 
ignored Air Force data and incorrectly presumed every state and territory would have 
Space National Guard units, OMB’s projected cost of creating the SNG was vastly 
inflated.  The National Guard Bureau (NGB) estimates the one-time cost to be $250,000 
for heraldry, uniform items, and the transfer of existing manpower and resources from 
ANG Space units to the new SNG.  This cost is dwarfed by the estimated one-time cost 
of over $644M to move all ANG Space missions to the U.S. Space Force (USSF).   

OMB's argument that DoD space missions currently performed by members of the 
National Guard are solely Federal missions ignores the constitutional framework of our 
military.  It misunderstands the operational nature of the National Guard.  In keeping 
with the Constitution’s rejection of a large, standing military, the National Guard exists 
as the primary combat reserve of the Army and Air Force.  Just as Army and Air Guard 
members fly fighter jets and attack helicopters, drive tanks, and neutralize the enemy 
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with artillery, cannon, and rocket fire to support their federal warfighting missions, Space 
National Guard members would support USSF missions – just as they do today. 

Finally, establishing a Space National Guard has a groundswell of bipartisan support.  
On February 16, 2023, Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) 
introduced the Space National Guard Establishment Act, a bipartisan bill to create a 
Space National Guard. In addition to Senators Feinstein and Rubio, the bill is 
cosponsored by Senators Alex Padilla (D-CA), John Hickenlooper (D-CO), Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska), Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Michael Bennet (D-CO), Rick Scott 
(R-FL), Mike Braun (R-IN) and Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ).  This is the second time Senators 
Feinstein and Rubio have introduced this SNG legislation. 

Companion legislation was included in the last two House NDAAs and is again being 
introduced in the House by Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO). 

Mr. President, at this critical juncture of Space Operations, our National Defense and 
the capabilities our Nation provides our allies and partners call for establishing the 
Space National Guard.  We respectfully request that you direct OMB to work with DoD, 
USSF, and NGB leadership to create it expeditiously. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DARYL L. BOHAC 
Major General 
Nebraska National Guard 
President, AGAUS 

TORRENCE W. SAXE 
Major General 
Alaska National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

SHERYL E. GORDON 
Major General 
Alabama National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JONATHAN M. STUBBS 
Major General 
Arkansas National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

KERRY L. MUEHLENBECK 
Major General 
Arizona National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

MATHEW P. BEEVERS 
Major General 
California National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

LAURA L. CLELLAN 
Brigadier General 
Colorado National Guard 
The Adjutant General 
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LEVON E. CUMPTON 
Major General 
Missouri National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

ROGER D. LYLES 
Major General 
Indiana National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

STEPHEN E. OSBORN 
Brigadier General 
Iowa National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

FRANCIS J. EVON 
Major General 
Connecticut National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JAMES O. EIFERT 
Major General 
Florida National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

THOMAS M. CARDEN 
Major General 
Georgia National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

MICHAEL J. GARSHAK 
Major General 
Idaho National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

KENNETH S. HARA 
Major General 
Hawaii National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

RICHARD R. NEELY 
Major General 
Illinois National Guard 
The Adjutant Genera 

DAVID A. WEISHAAR 
Major General 
Kansas National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

HALDANE B. LAMBERTON 
Major General 
Kentucky National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

DAMIAN K. WADDELL 
Major General 
Louisiana National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

GARY W. KEEFE 
Major General 
Massachusetts National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

TIMOTHY E. GOWEN 
Major General 
Maryland National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

DOUGLAS A. FARNHAM 
Major General 
Maine National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

PAUL D. ROGERS 
Major General 
Michigan National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

MICHAEL R. BERRY 
Major General 
Delaware National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

JANSON D. BOYLES 
Major General 
Mississippi National Guard 
The Adjutant General 
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MICHAEL J. TURLEY 
Major General 
Utah National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JOHN P. HRONEK 
Major General 
Montana National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

JOHN C. HARRIS 
Major General 
Ohio National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

RAYMOND F. SHIELDS 
Major General 
New York National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JOSE J. REYES 
Major General 
Puerto Rico National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

DAVID J. MIKOLAITIES 
Major General 
New Hampshire National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

LISA J. HOU 
Brigadier General 
New Jersey National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

ONDRA L. BERRY 
Major General 
Nevada National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

MIGUEL AGUILAR 
Brigadier General 
New Mexico National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

MARVIN T. HUNT 
Major General 
North Carolina National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

ALAN S. DOHRMANN 
Major General 
North Dakota National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

THOMAS H. MANCINO 
Major General 
Oklahoma National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

MICHAEL E. STENCEL 
Major General 
Oregon National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

MARK J. SCHINDLER 
Major General 
Pennsylvania National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

 ROY V. MCCARTY 
Major General 
South Carolina National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JEFFREY P. MARLETTE 
Major General 
South Dakota National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

JEFFREY H. HOLMES 
Major General 
Tennessee National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

THOMAS M. SUELZER 
Major General 
Texas National Guard 
The Adjutant General 
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PAUL E. KNAPP 
Major General 
Wisconsin National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

  
TIMOTHY P. WILLIAMS 
Major General 
Virginia National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

KODJO S. KNOX-LIMBACKER 
Major General 
Virgin Islands National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

GREGORY C. KNIGHT 
Major General 
Vermont National Guard 
The Adjutant General  

BRET D. DAUGHERTY 
Major General 
Washington National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

WILLIAM E. CRANE 
Major General 
West Virginia National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

GREGORY C. PORTER 
Major General 
Wyoming National Guard 
The Adjutant General 


